
Timeline of Climate Actions in Rhode Island

2014

2015

2016

Climate Change and Health Resiliency (RIDOH) 

Energy 2035 (OER)

2013

Ensuring Safe Water for Rhode Island’s Future 
(RIDOH) 

Green Infrastructure Coalition Forms 

Efficient Buildings Fund Established 

Lead by Example Executive Order – State 
Government will acquire 100% renewable 

energy by 2025 

2017

Implications of Climate Change for Rhode Island 
Wastewater Collection and Treatment 

Infrastructure 

Executive Order establishing Chief Resiliency 
Officer and kicking off Resilient Rhody 

State of Narragansett Bay and its Watershed 
(NBEP) 

Clean Energy Industry Report 

Executive Order Reaffirming Rhode Island’s 
Commitment to the Paris Climate Agreement 

Executive announcement of a strategic goal 
to increase the state's clean energy ten-fold 

by the end of 2020 – achieving a total of 
1,000 MW of clean energy projects. 

Power Sector Transformation Report 

Renewable Thermal Market 
Development Study 

Stormtools Online Map launched 

Vulnerability of Municipal Transportation Assets 
to Sea Level Rise and Storm Surge 

Providence establishes target of Carbon 
Neutral by 2050 

Resilient Rhode Island Act 
Establishes the EC4 

Resilient Rhode Island: Being Practical 
about Climate Change 

Narragansett Bay Commission CSO Tunnel 
Phase II completed 

Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Reduction Plan 

Rhode Island House Commission on Economic 
Risk Due to Flooding and Sea Level Rise 

Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy 
(C-PACE) program established 

2018

Resilient Rhody: An Actionable Vision for 
Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change 

in Rhode Island 

Rhode Island Shoreline Change Special Area 
Management Plan (CRMC) 

2019

Providence Climate Justice Plan 

Great Streets Master Plan for Providence 

Narragansett Bay Commission Stormwater 
Management Plan 

2021

Clean Transportation and 
Mobility Innovation Plan 

Carbon Pricing Study 

Act on Climate 

Municipal Resilience Program Launches 

Value of Rhode Island Forests Report 

2020

Providence Stormwater Innovation 
Center Forms 

Executive Order Advancing 100% Renewable 
Electricity for 2030 

Rhode Island Urban Forests for Climate 
and Health Initiative 

Heating Sector Transformation Report 

Road to 100% Renewable Electricity by 2030 

First Offshore Wind Farm 

Risk Reduction for Small Business Resilience 
Launched

2022

100% Renewable Energy Standard by 2033 

Forest Conservation Act 
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February 2023

Click on each milestone to learn more.

Green Buildings Act Expansion 

Electrifying Transportation Strategic 
Policy Guide 

2022 Update to the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Plan 

Drive EV Program 

https://health.ri.gov/publications/reports/2013EnsuringSafeWaterForRhodeIslandsFuture.pdf#:~:text=SafeWater%20RI%3A%20Ensuring%20Safe%20Water%20for%20Rhode%20Island%E2%80%99s,conditions%20to%20assess%20the%20sensitivity%20of%20the%20system.
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/HouseText21/H5760.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/PublicLaws/law14/law14392.htm
http://climatechange.ri.gov/documents/rcc0614.pdf
https://www.narrabay.com/programs-and-initiatives/combined-sewer-overflow/
https://health.ri.gov/publications/reports/ClimateChangeAndHealthResiliency.pdf
http://www.planning.ri.gov/documents/LU/energy/energy15.pdf
https://greeninfrastructureri.org/
http://www.energy.ri.gov/documents/leadbyexample/ExecOrder15-17.pdf
https://riib.org/solutions/programs/efficient-buildings-fund/
http://www.beachsamp.org/stormtools/stormtools-interactive-maps/
http://www.planning.ri.gov/documents/sea_level/2016/TP167.pdf
https://www.providenceri.gov/mayor-elorza-commits-providence-become-carbon-neutral-city-2050-2/#:~:text=Created%20with%20input%20from%20the,emissions%2085%20percent%20by%202050
https://www.adaptationclearinghouse.org/resources/rhode-island-special-house-commission-to-study-economic-risk-due-to-flooding-and-sea-level-rise-final-report.html
http://climatechange.ri.gov/documents/ec4-ghg-emissions-reduction-plan-final-draft-2016-12-29-clean.pdf
https://riib.org/solutions/programs/commercial-property-assessed-clean-energy/
https://us.orsted.com/renewable-energy-solutions/offshore-wind/block-island-wind-farm
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/water/wwtf/wwtf-climate.php
https://governor.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur236/files/documents/ordersExecOrder-17-10-09152017.pdf
https://www.nbep.org/state-of-the-bay
http://www.energy.ri.gov/documents/News/RI 2017 Clean Energy Industry Report.pdf
https://www.ri.gov/press/view/31436
http://www.energy.ri.gov/renewable-energy/governor-clean-energy-goal.php
http://www.ripuc.ri.gov/utilityinfo/electric/PST Report_Nov_8.pdf
http://www.energy.ri.gov/reports-publications/past-projects/ri-renewable-thermal-market-development-strategy.php
https://riib.org/solutions/initiatives/
https://www.beachsamp.org/beachsamp-document/
https://www.providenceri.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Climate-Justice-Plan-Report-FINAL-English-1.pdf
https://www.providenceri.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Providence-Great-Streets-Plan-January-2020.pdf
https://www.narrabay.com/programs-and-initiatives/nbc-stormwater-management-plans/
https://riib.org/solutions/programs/municipal-resilience-program/
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/forest/pdf/forest-value.pdf
https://www.stormwaterinnovation.org/
https://governor.ri.gov/executive-orders/executive-order-20-01
http://dem.ri.gov/programs/forestry/urban-forestry/climate-health.php
http://www.energy.ri.gov/HST/
https://energy.ri.gov/renewable-energy/100-percent-renewable-electricity-2030
http://climatechange.ri.gov/documents/mwg-clean-trans-innovation-report.pdf
http://www.energy.ri.gov/documents/carbonstudy/final-rhode-island-carbon-price-study-report.pdf
http://climatechange.ri.gov/aoc/
http://climatechange.ri.gov/businesses/small-biz.php
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2274A.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText22/SenateText22/S2700A.pdf
https://energy.ri.gov/transportation/electrifying-transportation
https://climatechange.ri.gov/act-climate/working-draft-workplan
https://drive.ri.gov/program-statistics



