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Rhode Island Climate Resilience 
Statewide Collaboration

1. Planning

• Statewide Planning: Resilient Rhody 

• Local Planning: MRP Community Resilience Building Workshops, Municipal Annual Resilience Updates

2. Implementation

• Resilience Technical Assistance (Project Scoping, Policy Development, Design & Engineering)

• State + Federal Resilience Grants

3. Capacity Building & Partnerships

• Resilience EC4 Subgroup

• RI Resilience Partner Group

• State Resilience Office (Regional Resilience Coordinators) – Three (3) Regional Resilience Coordinators

4. Transparency & Information Sharing

• Resilience Web Resources

• Annual Rhode Island Resilience Summit
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2024 State of Resilience Report
EO 23-07

Structure:

• Collaborators & Opening Letter

• 2024 Report Introduction: Goal, Definitions, & Structure 

• Rhode Island’s Climate Change Impacts

• Rhode Island’s Standards for Climate Resilience

• Statewide Resilience Initiatives (Government & Non-Governmental)

1. Regional + Statewide Coordination

2. Data + Mapping

3. Education + Workforce Development

4. State Planning

5. Local Planning + Project Scoping

6. State Funded Funding Opportunities

7. Funding Programs + Incentive Programs

• 2018 Resilient Rhody Actions & Results

• What’s Next? - Resilient Rhody 2025 Statewide Coastal Resilience Plan

Providing a snapshot of our current climate resilience efforts statewide.



Statewide Collaborators
Resilient Rhody 2024 State of Resilience Report

• EC4 Agencies

• Resilience EC4 Subgroup

• RI Resilience Partner Group

• RI Department of Environmental Management

• Director’s Office

• Narragansett Bay National Estuarine Research 

Reserve

• Water Resources

• Coastal & Ports

• Compliance & Inspection

• Forestry

• Planning & Development



Goal & Definitions
Resilient Rhody 2024 State of Resilience Report

• Goal:

• “provide a snapshot of Rhode Island’s current 
climate resilience status…”

• “provide summary of Rhode Island’s most recent 
climate change data & standards, state 
initiatives, and non-governmental initiatives 
furthering adaptation statewide...”

• “provides a snapshot of state progress towards 
the 61 goals outlined in Resilient Rhody…”

• Definitions: 

• “Climate Resilience” - Resilient Rhody (2018)

• “Statewide Manifestations of Climate Change” 

– EC4 (2015)



RI’s Climate Change Impacts
Resilient Rhody 2024 State of Resilience Report

• Key Rhode Island Impacts:

• Sea Level Rise: 

• Projected 1.77 ft by 2050, 6.89 ft by 2100, and 12.14 ft by 

2150 (measured from the year 2000) (NOAA High Scenario 

for Northeast)

• Precipitation & Inland Flooding:

• 60% increase in extreme precipitation days (top 1% of 

heaviest precipitation events) from 1958-2021 in the 

Northeast

• Warming Air Temperatures:

• 2020: 23 days above 90 degrees and three heat waves, 

creating severe drought across 43% of RI. 

• 2022: Fourth-hottest July on record and the hottest August 

on record for RI, with 16 days above 90 degrees and two 

heat waves, leading to an extreme hydrologic drought & 

federal disaster declaration in Providence.



RI’s Standards for Climate Resilience
Resilient Rhody 2024 State of Resilience Report

• Compiled & Reviewed by Resilience EC4 Subgroup 

& RIDEM Offices

• Standards predominantly addressed sea level rise, 

inland flooding, coastal erosion, and land 

conservation 

• 25 Standards:

• Planning & Design - 11

• Sea level rise and design storm levels considered in state & 

local planning efforts

• Regulatory & Permitting - 7

• Sea level rise, design storm, and erosion setback 

levels/measurements enforced through regulation

• Grant & Funding Standards - 7

• Scoring criteria of statewide resilience and environmental 

grant programs



RI’s Standards for Climate Resilience
Resilient Rhody 2024 State of Resilience Report

• Strengths:

• Many planning & regulatory standards in place 

addressing SLR & inland flooding

• Weaknesses/Gaps:

• Across agencies, standards do not always align

• Need for alignment with most up to date 

national standards

• Potential need for additional considerations 

such as urban heat, wind, drought & wildfire, 

etc.



RI’s Statewide Resilience Initiatives
Resilient Rhody 2024 State of Resilience Report

• Compiled and reviewed by Resilience EC4 
Subgroup, RI Resilience Partner Group, and RIDEM 
Offices

• 147 Statewide Initiatives

• Regional & Statewide Coordination – 13

• Working groups & partnerships developing or providing resilience 
resources

• Data & Mapping – 22

• GIS mapping, data hubs, and field tools

• Education & Workforce Development – 15

• High school, college, and professional education programs; films & 
educational tools; volunteer opportunities

• State Planning – 34

• Statewide plans developed by state agencies and/or regional entities

• Local Planning & Project Scoping – 24 (3 of these municipally 
led)

• Municipally focused plans; local technical assistance opportunities 
(conceptual design, policy development, etc.)

• State Grant Programs – 14 

• Non-federally funded grant opportunities for resilience

• Federal Grant Programs – 25

• Federal awards RI has received for resilience



Data & Mapping 

State Plans

Statewide Initiatives - Examples
Resilient Rhody 2024 State of Resilience Report

Local Planning

Local Project Scoping & Technical 
Assistance

• MRP Community Resilience Building 

• Local Comprehensive Plans

• Local Hazard Mitigation Plans

• Health Equity Zones

• Coastal Hazards Application

• Designing for Resilience 

• Microgrid Municipal Technical Assistance 

• Municipal Ordinance Assistance



RI’s Statewide Resilience Initiatives
Resilient Rhody 2024 State of Resilience Report

• Strengths:

• Several thriving initiatives – 147 total

• Strong inter-agency and inter-
organizational collaboration

• Weaknesses/Gaps:

• Workforce development, specific to 
climate adaptation measures

• Increased support for buyouts (data, 
technical assistance, & funding)

• Ensuring initiatives are complementary & support one 
another

• Reliable funding across all initiatives, 
but specifically state data resources, state-offered 

local technical assistance, & state grant programs



2018 Resilient Rhody Actions & Results
Resilient Rhody 2024 State of Resilience Report

• Reviewed by Resilience EC4 Subgroup & RIDEM 

Offices

• Across the 61 Actions, 58 Actions had significant 

demonstrated progress

• Only 3 Actions listed as “On Hold”

• Types of Actions:

• Critical Infrastructure & Utilities (Water, Power, and 

Transportation)

• Natural Systems (Coastal and Inland)

• Emergency Preparedness (Evacuation Shelters & Routes, 

Building Design & Construction, and Emergency Services)

• Community Health and Resilience (Schools, Housing, and Local 

Resilience Planning)

• Financing Climate Resilience Projects (Existing & New 

Mechanisms for Financing)



2018 Resilient Rhody Actions & Results
Resilient Rhody 2024 State of Resilience Report

• Strengths:

• Of the 61 total actions, only 3 were listed as "On Hold"

• Many actions are being addressed by more than one agency, 
in collaboration with one another

• We have been flexible and adapted solutions as new resources 
& opportunities have become available

• Weaknesses/Gaps:

• Some solutions are at the state planning stage and 

require implementation follow up, through local 
technical assistance or grants

• Many actions need additional capacity or funding to move 

forward, and several more that have been piloted require 
these resources to be sustained



What’s Next?
Resilient Rhody 2025 Statewide Coastal Resilience Plan

• Collaborative Process between Resilience EC4 

Subgroup, RI Resilience Partner Group, and 

Municipal & Community Resilience Partners

• Key Elements: 

• Gap Analysis & State Resilience Goal Development

• Statewide Climate Vulnerability Analysis 

• RI Climate Resilience Priority Actions 

• Community Engagement 

• Current & Future Investment Analysis and Strategy 

• Addressing Resilience Data Gaps

• Gap Analysis & State Resilience Goal Development 

• Jan – Resilience EC4 Subgroup & RI Resilience Partner 
Group Meetings on Strengths & Weaknesses

• Feb – Resilience EC4 Subgroup Meeting on Actions 

addressing Resilience Standards

• Consultant support to be brought on late Feb 2025



Additional RI Resilience Updates

• Municipal Resilience Program has reached 100% participation!

• RIDEM’s NFWF National Coastal Resilience Fund proposal received $1.8mm in funding to support 

the Mill Creek restoration on Prudence Island in Portsmouth

• Regional Resilience Coordinator job postings are live! – Priority deadline February 13th

• 3 positions available – Coastal, Urban, and Inland

• Aquidneck Island will receive coordination support through Aquidneck Land Trust

• Municipalities will be engaged in the decision-making process through opportunities to pose questions to 

finalist candidates

• These are contract positions through Audubon Society of RI – Apply here: 

https://asri.org/about/employment.html



Contact Information

Kimberly Korioth

Chief Resilience Officer, State of Rhode Island

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management

Kimberly.Korioth@dem.ri.gov 

mailto:Kimberly.Korioth@dem.ri.gov
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