
RI Climate Change 
Dashboard

Natural & Working Lands Module







NWL Section Pages

•Natural & Working Lands (Intro)

• Forests

•Urban Trees

• Wetlands (future iteration)

• Farms (future iteration)





Natural and Working Lands (Intro)

•Natural ecosystems are both sources and 
sinks of emissions.

•NWL offset 7.9% of the state’s GHG emissions 
in 2023.
•RI’s carbon sink is forests and urban trees.

•Act on Climate emissions reduction mandates 
and net measurement.





Forests
•56% of Rhode Island is forested.
•As trees grow, they capture carbon dioxide.
•As trees die, they release carbon dioxide



Forests (con’t)
•124,000 acres of RI forest 

permanently protected.

•DEM and partners manage 
forests to maintain resilient 
ecosystems.

•Prescribed burns to reduce 
wildfire risk, selective thinning 
to mitigate pest outbreaks.



Forests

•Legislation protecting 
core forests from 
renewable energy 
infrastructure 
development.



Forests (con’t)

•Forests are RI’s largest 
carbon sink.

•Absorbed emissions 
equivalent of 420,000 
passenger vehicles in 2023.



Urban Trees
•RIDEM’s UCF program supports 

sustainable management of 
urban forests.

•Since 2020, $300k has been 
distributed across all 39 
municipalities. 

•Average tree canopy cover in RI city 
= 28%



Urban Trees (con’t)

•Urban trees provide substantial carbon 
sequestration in RI.

•Urban trees also contribute to climate 
resilience. 
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