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POLITICAL DYNAMICS OF RI
Smallest state Legislative Political

● 1 million people
● Economy going 

through an industrial 
transition

● Revenues are limited 
leading to hiring 
freezes, low support 
staff, and low salaries 
for legislators

● Short legislative 
sessions

● Reliant on outside 
information

● Extremely 
hierarchical: nearly 
all power is in the 
hands of the 
Speaker of the 
House and the 
President of the 
Senate

● “Culture of 
conformity” for fear 
of being “sent to 
Siberia”

● Nominally a “Deep 
Blue” state, but 
split between “pro-
business” and a 
“progressive” wing. 

● Legislators and 
NGOs who don’t 
support leadership 
find themselves 
marginalized 
politically, without 
power. 
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LOBBYING AGAINST CLIMATE BILLS



LOBBYING SPENDING BY MOST ACTIVE GROUPS (2018-2025)
● Total lobbyist 

compensation 

spending by top 10 

groups supporting 

ECRI/CARI on 

climate and energy: 

$273,938

● Total lobbyist 

compensation 

spending by top 10 

groups opposing 

ECRI/CARI on 

climate and energy: 

$1,966,317



ANTICIPATING RESISTANCE TO AMBITIOUS STATE CLIMATE POLICY

Our focus:

RI’s Strategies

Opposition Groups

Opposition Claims/tactics

Counter-tactics

Climate Action 
Strategy, due Dec 31, 
2025

Buildings
Heating
Electric Vehicles
Public transit

Audience:

Executive Climate 

Change Coordinating 

Council (EC4)

Science and Technology 

Advisory Board (STAB)

Dunsky Energy + Climate



CONCLUSION: KEY FINDINGS
1. Rhode Island Energy, owned by Pennsylvania Power and Light (PPL), spent the most 

on lobbying (in the years it has been active) and was the most active opponent of 
environmental groups on climate and energy bills in our study period. 

2. Business coalitions and the RI Public Utilities Commission (PUC) are frequent 
opponents of climate policies. 

3. Rhode Island’s 2025 Climate Action Strategy proposes interventions that have been 
introduced in past legislative sessions--and faced resistance.

4. Rhode Island has key state-level constraints that have posed barriers to climate 
action.

5. Implementation is particularly challenging.

6. Labor-environmental coalitions have advanced state climate policy. 
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